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SENTENCE EXPANSION WORKBOOK (GRADE 4) 

Goal: Expand each sentence by adding detail, description, and interest. 

     Try to include: 

• Adjectives (describing words) 

• Adverbs (how, when, where) 

• Extra details (who, what, where, why) 

• Conjunctions (and, but, so, because) 

PAGE 1 – BEGINNER 

The dog ran. 

 

The girl laughed. 

 

The boy jumped. 

 

The cat slept. 

 

The baby cried. 

 

The bird flew. 

 



PAGE 2 – ADDING DETAIL 

The boy ate his lunch. 

 

The girl played outside. 

 

The dog chased the ball. 

 

The teacher spoke to the class. 

 

The boy opened the door. 

 

The cat climbed the tree. 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 3 – ADDING FEELINGS & ACTION 

The boy walked home. 

 

The girl finished her work. 

 

The dog barked at the stranger. 

 

The child dropped the glass. 

 

The boy waited for the bus. 

 

The girl saw something. 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 4 – USING CONJUNCTIONS 

The boy was tired. He kept running. 

 

The girl was scared. She went inside. 

 

The dog was hungry. It looked for food. 

 

It started raining. The children kept playing. 

 

The boy lost his hat. He searched for it. 

 

The girl heard a noise. She turned around. 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 5 – BUILDING MINI STORIES 

The boy found something on the ground. 

 

The girl ran towards the park. 

 

The dog followed the boy. 

 

The sky grew dark. 

 

The child opened the box. 

 

The boy heard a loud sound. 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 6 – ADVANCED (GRADE 4 LEVEL) 

The boy hesitated before opening the door. 

 

The girl realised something was wrong. 

 

The wind howled through the trees. 

 

The boy made a difficult decision. 

 

The girl discovered a hidden object. 

 

The storm approached quickly. 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 7 – JOIN USING CONJUNCTIONS 

The boy was excited. He opened his present. 

 

The girl was nervous. She walked onto the stage. 

 

The dog was tired. It kept running. 

 

It was raining. They continued playing. 

 

The boy forgot his bag. He went back home. 

 

The girl heard a sound. She looked around. 

 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 8 – JOIN & EXPAND 

The boy dropped his phone. It cracked. 

 

The girl smiled. She saw her friend. 

 

The dog barked loudly. The baby woke up. 

 

The wind blew hard. The door slammed shut. 

 

The boy tripped. He got back up. 

 

The girl was hungry. She made a sandwich. 

 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 9 – ADVANCED CONJUNCTIONS 

The boy wanted to win. He was very nervous. 

 

The girl studied hard. She passed the test. 

 

The dog chased the cat. It could not catch it. 

 

The storm was сильный. The children stayed inside. 

 

The boy lost the game. He did not give up. 

 

The girl was late. She hurried to school. 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 10 – CHALLENGE (STRONG SENTENCE BUILDING) 

The boy saw something unusual. He stopped walking. 

 

The girl heard footsteps. She felt scared. 

 

The dog ran away. The boy chased it. 

 

The sky turned dark. Lightning flashed. 

 

The boy made a mistake. He learned from it. 

 

The girl found a clue. She solved the problem. 
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Monday
The real science of astrobiology and the search for microscopic aliens.

Have you ever looked up at the twinkling night sky and wondered if anyone is looking back at
you? For centuries, humans have dreamed about aliens, or life living on other planets. Today,
hunting for extraterrestrial life is not just a science fiction story. It is a real and exciting branch of
science called astrobiology. Scientists who study astrobiology are searching the universe for
signs of living creatures.

When you picture an alien, you might imagine a little green person with giant black eyes.
However, real astrobiologists are not looking for space monsters in flying saucers. They are
actually hunting for microscopic life forms, like bacteria, that are too small to see with your bare
eyes. Finding even a tiny, single-celled organism on another planet would be one of the greatest
discoveries in human history. It would prove that Earth is not the only place where life can exist.

To find these tiny aliens, scientists focus heavily on one crucial ingredient: water. On our
home planet, every single living thing needs liquid water to survive. Because of this, astronomers
use massive telescopes to scan the galaxy for exoplanets, which are planets that orbit stars other
than our Sun. They look for planets resting in the "Goldilocks Zone" of their star systems. This
special zone is not too hot and not too cold, meaning liquid water could pool on the planet's
surface.

Sometimes,  scientists  do  not  even have  to  look  outside  our  own solar  system to  find
promising clues. Several moons orbiting Jupiter and Saturn are covered in thick shells of freezing
ice. However, space probes have detected giant oceans of salty liquid water sloshing around
completely hidden beneath that ice. For example, Saturn's icy moon Enceladus actually sprays
massive geysers of salty water out into deep space! Many astrobiologists believe these dark,
hidden oceans could be the perfect home for alien microbes.

The search for alien life is a slow and careful process. Scientists must gather clues across
billions of miles of empty space, which takes immense patience and powerful technology. We
have not found any absolute proof of extraterrestrial life yet, but new discoveries are happening
every single year. Perhaps one day in the near future, an astrobiologist will finally announce that
we are not alone. Until then, the glittering stars will keep our imaginations running wild.
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Monday - Solve each problem using the information from the reading.

1) What is the name of the real branch of science that searches for life in the universe?
A. Astrobiology B. Microbiology C. Photography D. Astrology

2) What does Saturn's icy moon Enceladus spray into deep space?
A. Streams of frozen dirt B. Clouds of hot gases
C. Chunks of dark rock D. Geysers of salty water

3) As used in paragraph 3, what does the word "crucial" mean?
A. Extremely important B. Slightly confused
C. Completely hidden D. Very uninteresting

4) Which sentence from the passage is an opinion?
A. Several moons orbiting Jupiter and Saturn are covered in thick shells of freezing ice.
B. Scientists who study astrobiology are searching the universe for signs of living

creatures.
C. We have not found any absolute proof of extraterrestrial life yet, but new discoveries

are happening.
D. Finding even a tiny, single-celled organism on another planet would be one of the

greatest discoveries in human history.

5) Which detail best supports the idea that water is important to the search for aliens?
A. On our home planet, every single living thing needs liquid water to survive.
B. Real astrobiologists are not looking for space monsters in flying saucers.
C. Scientists must gather clues across billions of miles of empty space.
D. We have not found any absolute proof of extraterrestrial life yet.

6) Based on the passage, what is an exoplanet?
A. A planet that orbits a star other than our Sun
B. A planet that does not have any liquid water
C. A space monster flying in a shiny metal saucer
D. A moon covered entirely in thick, freezing ice

7) Why do astronomers look for planets inside the "Goldilocks Zone"?
A. The stars in this zone are the easiest to see.
B. The temperature is just right for liquid water.
C. The aliens in this zone use massive telescopes.
D. The planets there are made of pure solid ice.

8) How is the information in paragraph 3 organized?
A. Compare and contrast B. Order of importance
C. Cause and effect D. Sequential timeline

1-10 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 10 0

Answers

1. A

2. D

3. A

4. D

5. A

6. A

7. B

8. C

9. B

10. B



Name: Answer KeyDaily Reading Comprehension

Reading www.CommonCoreSheets.com Page 3 of 15

9) The author most likely wrote this passage to...
A. persuade the reader to become an astrobiologist someday.
B. inform the reader about the scientific search for alien life.
C. entertain the reader with a scary story about space aliens.
D. explain how to build a massive telescope to look at stars.

10) Which research question would help find new information about the topic?
A. Does every single living thing on Earth require water to survive?
B. What specific tools do telescopes use to detect water on exoplanets?
C. Are there any moons around Saturn that are covered in thick ice?
D. What is the name of the science that studies alien life forms?
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Tuesday
How NASA uses rovers to search for ancient alien fossils on Mars.

If you wanted to hunt for alien life, where would you start looking? For decades, scientists at
NASA have focused their attention on our rusty red neighbor, Mars. Mars is the fourth planet from
the Sun, and it is a cold, dusty desert today. However, researchers believe that long ago, it might
have been a warm and wet world filled with rushing rivers. This makes Mars the perfect place to
search for ancient alien fossils.

To explore this rugged planet, humans have sent an amazing fleet of robot detectives called
rovers. These machines look like heavily armored golf carts with six metal wheels and tall camera
masts that act like heads. Since humans cannot easily travel millions of miles through space yet,
these robots do the exploring for us. The core mission of the newest rovers is to dig into the
Martian dirt and hunt for biosignatures. These robots are looking for areas where ancient water
might have left clues in the mud. By testing the chemicals in the soil, scientists hope to find proof
that living creatures once existed there.

One of the most famous alien-hunting robots is the Perseverance rover, which landed on
Mars in February 2021. Perseverance was sent to a very specific location called Jezero Crater.
Billions of years ago, Jezero Crater was a massive lake fed by a long river. Scientists chose this
exact  spot  because  river  deltas  on  Earth  are  excellent  at  preserving  the  remains  of  tiny
organisms. If alien microbes ever swam in that ancient Martian lake, their fossilized remains
might still be trapped in the dried mud.

Perseverance does not just take pictures of rocks; it actually packs them up for a special
delivery. The rover carries a hollow drill that cuts perfectly round cores of rock out of the ground.
It carefully seals these rock samples inside super-clean metal tubes and drops them on the dusty
surface. NASA is planning a daring future mission to fly to Mars, pick up those sealed tubes, and
blast  them back to Earth.  Once the rocks arrive,  scientists  will  study them using the most
powerful microscopes in the world.

We do not know yet if these rocks contain the ancient alien clues we are hoping for. The
mission to bring them home will take many years of hard work and brilliant engineering. Even if
the tubes are completely empty of life, they will still teach us incredible secrets about how planets
change over time. Every rock we study brings us one step closer to understanding the history of
our solar system. For now, Perseverance continues its lonely drive across the red sand, searching
for signs of the past.



Name: Answer KeyDaily Reading Comprehension

Reading www.CommonCoreSheets.com Page 5 of 15

Tuesday - Solve each problem using the information from the reading.

1) What is the name of the famous rover that landed on Mars in February 2021?
A. Perseverance B. Jezero C. Microscope D. Biosignature

2) What tool does the rover use to cut pieces of rock out of the ground?
A. A metal wheel B. A hollow drill C. A robotic arm D. A tall camera

3) As used in paragraph 2, what does the word "biosignatures" mean?
A. Chemical traces that prove life once existed
B. Cameras that take pictures of rushing rivers
C. Super-clean metal tubes that hold dirt samples
D. Metal wheels used to drive across rocky sand

4) Which sentence from the passage is a fact rather than an opinion?
A. The mission to bring them home will take many years of hard work and brilliant

engineering.
B. To explore this rugged planet, humans have sent an amazing fleet of robot detectives.
C. Mars is the fourth planet from the Sun, and it is a cold, dusty desert today.
D. This makes Mars the perfect place to search for ancient alien fossils.

5) Which detail best supports the idea that Jezero Crater is a good place to look for life?
A. Since humans cannot easily travel millions of miles through space yet.
B. River deltas on Earth are excellent at preserving the remains of tiny organisms.
C. Every rock we study brings us one step closer to understanding the history.
D. Perseverance does not just take pictures of rocks; it actually packs them up.

6) What is the main idea of paragraph 4?
A. The rover collects rocks that will eventually be brought back to Earth.
B. The rover landed in a specific crater that used to be a rushing river.
C. The rover uses testing tools to find out what chemicals are in the soil.
D. The rover has a camera that acts like a head to take lots of pictures.

7) Based on the passage, what is the main reason scientists want to study Martian rocks on
Earth?
A. Earth is much colder than the dusty deserts on Mars.
B. Earth has more powerful microscopes than the rover has.
C. The rocks will get ruined if they stay in the dusty sand.
D. The rocks are too heavy for the rover to carry around.

8) Which word is an antonym for "ancient" as used in paragraph 1?
A. Cold B. Dusty C. Old D. Modern

1-10 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 10 0

Answers

1. A

2. B

3. A

4. C

5. B

6. A

7. B

8. D

9. D

10. C
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9) The author most likely wrote this passage to...
A. entertain the reader with a story about an alien living in a crater.
B. persuade the reader that robots are better explorers than humans.
C. explain the best way to build a drill that can cut through hard rock.
D. inform the reader about how Mars rovers are searching for past life.

10) Based on the text, what can a reader conclude about finding life on Mars?
A. Scientists believe that tall aliens are currently hiding underground.
B. Scientists know that the rocks will definitely prove aliens are real.
C. Scientists expect to find ancient fossils, not living creatures today.
D. Scientists think that the rovers will find fish swimming in a lake.
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Write each word 4 times (twice lowercase, twice UPPERCASE).
b i t t e r s a l t y s o u r s p i c y
f r e s h s t a l e s h a r p d u l l
b r i g h t d i m l o u d q u i e t

s m o o t h r o u g h f r a g r a n t s t e n c h
m e l o d y h a r m o n y t e x t u r e a r o m a

1) spicy

2) fresh

3) sharp

4) texture

5) melody

6) fragrant

7) aroma

8) loud

9) salty

10) dim
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11) sour

12) quiet

13) harmony

14) rough

15) dull

16) bitter

17) smooth

18) stale

19) stench

20) bright
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Spelling www.CommonCoreSheets.com
Seed: 1593176345 1-10 95 90 85 80 75 70 65 60 55 50

11-20 45 40 35 30 25 20 15 10 5 0

Write each word 4 times (twice lowercase, twice UPPERCASE).
b i t t e r s a l t y s o u r s p i c y
f r e s h s t a l e s h a r p d u l l
b r i g h t d i m l o u d q u i e t

s m o o t h r o u g h f r a g r a n t s t e n c h
m e l o d y h a r m o n y t e x t u r e a r o m a

1) spicy

2) fresh

3) sharp

4) texture

5) melody

6) fragrant

7) aroma

8) loud

9) salty

10) dim
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11) sour

12) quiet

13) harmony

14) rough

15) dull

16) bitter

17) smooth

18) stale

19) stench

20) bright


	Writing Four Times 
	Writing Four Times 

