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SENTENCE EXPANSION WORKBOOK (GRADE 4) 

Goal: Expand each sentence by adding detail, description, and interest. 

     Try to include: 

• Adjectives (describing words) 

• Adverbs (how, when, where) 

• Extra details (who, what, where, why) 

• Conjunctions (and, but, so, because) 

PAGE 1 – BEGINNER 

The dog ran. 

 

The girl laughed. 

 

The boy jumped. 

 

The cat slept. 

 

The baby cried. 

 

The bird flew. 

 



PAGE 2 – ADDING DETAIL 

The boy ate his lunch. 

 

The girl played outside. 

 

The dog chased the ball. 

 

The teacher spoke to the class. 

 

The boy opened the door. 

 

The cat climbed the tree. 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 3 – ADDING FEELINGS & ACTION 

The boy walked home. 

 

The girl finished her work. 

 

The dog barked at the stranger. 

 

The child dropped the glass. 

 

The boy waited for the bus. 

 

The girl saw something. 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 4 – USING CONJUNCTIONS 

The boy was tired. He kept running. 

 

The girl was scared. She went inside. 

 

The dog was hungry. It looked for food. 

 

It started raining. The children kept playing. 

 

The boy lost his hat. He searched for it. 

 

The girl heard a noise. She turned around. 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 5 – BUILDING MINI STORIES 

The boy found something on the ground. 

 

The girl ran towards the park. 

 

The dog followed the boy. 

 

The sky grew dark. 

 

The child opened the box. 

 

The boy heard a loud sound. 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 6 – ADVANCED (GRADE 4 LEVEL) 

The boy hesitated before opening the door. 

 

The girl realised something was wrong. 

 

The wind howled through the trees. 

 

The boy made a difficult decision. 

 

The girl discovered a hidden object. 

 

The storm approached quickly. 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 7 – JOIN USING CONJUNCTIONS 

The boy was excited. He opened his present. 

 

The girl was nervous. She walked onto the stage. 

 

The dog was tired. It kept running. 

 

It was raining. They continued playing. 

 

The boy forgot his bag. He went back home. 

 

The girl heard a sound. She looked around. 

 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 8 – JOIN & EXPAND 

The boy dropped his phone. It cracked. 

 

The girl smiled. She saw her friend. 

 

The dog barked loudly. The baby woke up. 

 

The wind blew hard. The door slammed shut. 

 

The boy tripped. He got back up. 

 

The girl was hungry. She made a sandwich. 

 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 9 – ADVANCED CONJUNCTIONS 

The boy wanted to win. He was very nervous. 

 

The girl studied hard. She passed the test. 

 

The dog chased the cat. It could not catch it. 

 

The storm was сильный. The children stayed inside. 

 

The boy lost the game. He did not give up. 

 

The girl was late. She hurried to school. 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 10 – CHALLENGE (STRONG SENTENCE BUILDING) 

The boy saw something unusual. He stopped walking. 

 

The girl heard footsteps. She felt scared. 

 

The dog ran away. The boy chased it. 

 

The sky turned dark. Lightning flashed. 

 

The boy made a mistake. He learned from it. 

 

The girl found a clue. She solved the problem. 
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Monday
The use of radio astronomy and SETI to search for extraterrestrial intelligence.

Imagine pointing a giant microphone at the starry sky, hoping to hear someone whisper back
from the darkness. For decades, astronomers have been doing exactly this in a scientific quest to
find extraterrestrial intelligence, commonly known as aliens. Instead of looking for flying saucers
in our atmosphere, modern scientists scan the vast silence of space for invisible clues. They use
enormous satellite dishes to listen for artificial signals hidden among the natural cosmic noise.
This ambitious project aims to answer one of humanity's oldest and most profound questions:
are we completely alone in the universe?

The primary method scientists use to search for aliens is monitoring incoming radio waves.
Radio waves are a type of electromagnetic radiation that can travel across the galaxy without
being blocked by cosmic dust or nebulae. In 1984, researchers established the SETI Institute,
which stands for the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence, to formalize this monumental task.
They believe that if an advanced alien civilization exists, it might communicate using powerful
radio transmitters, much like humans do. Consequently, astronomers rely on incredibly sensitive
equipment, such as the Allen Telescope Array in California, to capture these distant signals.

Over the years, scientists have detected several mysterious noises, but most turn out to be
natural phenomena like pulsars or exploding stars. However, one specific event continues to
puzzle astronomers to this very day. In August 1977, a radio telescope in Ohio picked up a
strangely powerful signal from the constellation Sagittarius that lasted for seventy-two seconds.
The astronomer reviewing the data was so astonished by its intensity that he grabbed a red pen
and  wrote  "Wow!"  next  to  the  numbers  on  the  printed  page.  Despite  decades  of  intense
monitoring, that specific signal has never repeated, leaving its exact origin an unsolved mystery.

While listening is the most common strategy, some scientists have decided to actively reach
out to potential extraterrestrials instead of just waiting. This controversial approach is known as
Messaging  Extraterrestrial  Intelligence,  or  METI  for  short.  In  1974,  scientists  broadcast  the
Arecibo message from a massive radio telescope in Puerto Rico toward a cluster of stars twenty-
five thousand light-years away. The message contained a simple pictorial code illustrating human
DNA, our solar system, and a stick figure of a human being. On the other hand, some experts
argue that deliberately advertising our location to unknown civilizations might be an incredibly
dangerous gamble.

The quietness of the cosmos can sometimes feel discouraging to the dedicated scientists
scanning the skies. Nevertheless, technological advancements continue to make our listening
devices more powerful and far-reaching than ever before. Every time a new telescope comes
online, humanity expands its cosmic hearing range in exciting ways. Even if we never detect a
deliberate greeting from another world, the pursuit itself forces us to look upward and wonder
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about our place in the galaxy. Ultimately, the search for alien intelligence reflects our deep-seated
desire to connect with something larger than ourselves.
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Monday - Solve each problem using the information from the reading.

1) Which organization was established in 1984 to organize the search for space signals?
A. The SETI Institute B. The Arecibo Array
C. The METI Program D. The Allen Telescope

2) What does the word "phenomena" most likely mean as it is used in paragraph 3?
A. Mathematical equations used by scientists
B. Dangerous environments in outer space
C. Artificial messages sent by machines
D. Observable occurrences or events in nature

3) Which fact from the passage best supports the argument that listening for aliens requires
immense patience?
A. Astronomers established the SETI Institute in 1984.
B. Radio waves can travel through cosmic dust easily.
C. The powerful Wow! signal has never repeated since 1977.
D. The Arecibo message was sent toward a star cluster.

4) What is the main idea of paragraph 4?
A. Aliens have probably received our pictorial code.
B. Listening is safer than exploring the solar system.
C. The Arecibo telescope is located in Puerto Rico.
D. Some scientists send outward messages despite the risks.

5) Which sentence is the best paraphrase of the first sentence of paragraph 2?
A. Radio waves are a special kind of electromagnetic radiation.
B. The best way to contact aliens is to send out radio waves.
C. Scientists mainly look for extraterrestrials by tracking radio waves.
D. Astronomers use giant satellite dishes to listen to space.

6) Which detail would be least important to include in a summary of the passage?
A. Scientists look for artificial signals in cosmic noise.
B. The astronomer used a red pen to write on the printout.
C. Some experts fear that sending messages is dangerous.
D. Astronomers rely on radio waves to search the galaxy.

7) Why do scientists primarily rely on radio waves when searching the galaxy?
A. They were invented by researchers at the SETI Institute.
B. They travel much faster than the speed of light in space.
C. They are the only signals that can reach the telescope.
D. They can travel across space without being blocked by dust.

1-10 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 10 0

Answers

1. A

2. D

3. C

4. D

5. C

6. B

7. D

8. B

9. B

10. C
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8) What does the word "deliberate" most likely mean as it is used in paragraph 5?
A. Hidden beneath layers of natural noise
B. Done on purpose or with clear intention
C. Created by an advanced technology
D. Moving at incredibly high velocities

9) How did the author mainly structure paragraph 4, and how does this support the purpose?
A. By comparing the Arecibo telescope to other large listening devices on Earth.
B. By presenting a contrasting viewpoint to show the debate around active messaging.
C. By using chronological order to explain how the Arecibo message was constructed.
D. By listing the steps needed to send out a proper broadcast to distant stars.

10) Based on the passage, what can the reader conclude about the author's perspective on
the search for aliens?
A. The Wow! signal is definitive proof that extraterrestrials are real.
B. The METI approach is foolish and should be stopped immediately.
C. The search is valuable for humanity even if we never find an alien signal.
D. The project is a waste of time because the universe is entirely silent.
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Tuesday
How Earth's extremophiles influence the search for life on Mars and Europa.

Deep inside boiling volcanic hot springs and beneath freezing Antarctic ice, creatures are
thriving in conditions that would instantly kill a human being. These remarkable organisms are
called extremophiles, and they are completely changing how scientists think about the possibility
of alien life. For a long time, researchers assumed that life could only exist in mild, comfortable
environments similar  to  an average day on Earth.  However,  the discovery  of  these resilient
microbes proves that  life  can flourish in  the most  agonizingly  harsh places imaginable.  By
studying how life survives in extreme environments on our own planet, scientists are learning
exactly where to look for biological activity on alien worlds.

Extremophiles are typically microscopic organisms that have adapted to survive without the
resources we traditionally consider essential for living things. Some species flourish in pools of
highly concentrated acid, while others easily withstand massive doses of lethal radiation. For
instance, tiny creatures called tardigrades, or "water bears," can survive the freezing, crushing
vacuum of outer space for several days. This astonishing resilience suggests that if life evolved
on  an  inhospitable  planet  or  moon,  it  might  look  surprisingly  similar  to  Earth's  toughest
microscopic  survivors.  As  a  result,  astrobiologists  have  significantly  expanded  their  search
criteria when evaluating whether nearby celestial bodies could host living beings.

One of the most promising locations in our solar system for finding alien extremophiles is the
red planet, Mars. Billions of years ago, Mars had a thick atmosphere, flowing rivers, and deep
oceans that could have supported early cellular life. Today, the planet's surface is a freezing,
irradiated desert devoid of any obvious liquid water. Nevertheless, NASA's robotic rovers, such as
Curiosity and Perseverance, are actively drilling into ancient Martian rocks to search for fossilized
microbial life. Scientists theorize that if Martian life ever existed, it might have retreated deep
underground where liquid water  still  occasionally  flows,  much like subterranean bacteria on
Earth.

Beyond Mars, the icy moons orbiting giant gas planets offer another fascinating frontier for
discovering extraterrestrial biology. Europa, a massive moon orbiting Jupiter, is entirely encased
in a thick, rigid shell of jagged ice. Despite its frozen exterior, scientists have confirmed that a
vast,  liquid ocean exists beneath the crust,  kept warm by the incredible gravitational pull  of
Jupiter. On Earth, completely dark, underwater hydrothermal vents host complex ecosystems
powered by chemical reactions rather than sunlight. Consequently, many astrobiologists believe
Europa's hidden ocean might harbor similar  alien extremophiles swimming around deep-sea
vents.

The  realization  that  life  is  incredibly  adaptable  has  completely  transformed  our
understanding of the universe's biological potential. We no longer have to imagine lush, green
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planets covered in forests to find evidence of living organisms. Instead, a desolate, freezing
wasteland or a toxic, acidic swamp might be the perfect home for a tough microscopic alien. As
space agencies plan future missions to explore underground oceans and barren craters, they will
carry  the  lessons  learned  from  Earth's  most  extreme  environments.  Finding  even  a  single
fossilized microbe on another world would permanently redefine our understanding of biology.
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Tuesday - Solve each problem using the information from the reading.

1) Which robotic rover is currently searching for fossilized life on Mars?
A. Perseverance B. Pathfinder C. Jupiter D. Europa

2) What does the word "resilient" most likely mean as it is used in paragraph 1?
A. Dependent on mild and comfortable climates
B. Too small to be seen without a microscope
C. Traveling quickly across vast distances
D. Able to withstand or recover from difficult conditions

3) Which detail from the passage best supports the argument that life does not require
sunlight to survive?
A. Tardigrades can survive the crushing vacuum of outer space for days.
B. Earth's underwater hydrothermal vents host ecosystems powered by chemicals.
C. Organisms can flourish in pools of highly concentrated acid.
D. Mars once had a thick atmosphere, flowing rivers, and deep oceans.

4) Why does the author mention tardigrades in paragraph 2?
A. To prove that microscopic life currently exists on the moon.
B. To describe the creatures that inhabit Jupiter's icy oceans.
C. To provide a specific example of an organism surviving extreme conditions.
D. To explain how scientists plan to colonize inhospitable planets.

5) What is the main idea of paragraph 3?
A. Subterranean bacteria on Earth look exactly like fossilized Martian life.
B. Mars is a key target for scientists looking for signs of past or present microscopic life.
C. NASA rovers frequently break down when drilling into hard Martian rocks.
D. Mars lost its thick atmosphere and deep oceans billions of years ago.

6) Which sentence best paraphrases the main concept of paragraph 4?
A. Hydrothermal vents are completely dark areas located at the bottom of the sea.
B. Jupiter's moon Europa might hide alien life in a warm ocean beneath its icy surface.
C. Gas giants have many moons that are entirely covered in jagged, frozen ice.
D. Astrobiologists are building submarines to explore the waters of Jupiter.

7) Which detail would be the most important to include in a summary of the passage?
A. Tardigrades are also known as water bears.
B. Europa is a moon that orbits the planet Jupiter.
C. Volcanic hot springs can boil water instantly.
D. Extremophiles demonstrate that life can exist in incredibly harsh environments.

1-10 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 10 0

Answers

1. A

2. D

3. B

4. C

5. B

6. B

7. D

8. B

9. D

10. A
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8) What does the word "desolate" most likely mean as it is used in paragraph 5?
A. Filled with diverse biological plants B. Barren, empty, and unwelcoming
C. Carefully examined by modern

science
D. Warm, wet, and highly energetic

9) Based on the passage, what can the reader infer about the changing views of
astrobiologists?
A. They think that robots are incapable of finding microscopic alien fossils.
B. They believe that humanity should focus on exploring lush, green planets.
C. They are discouraged by the freezing temperatures on planetary surfaces.
D. They are increasingly optimistic about finding life in unconventional places.

10) How does the author structure the passage to support the overall purpose?
A. By defining extreme life on Earth, then showing how it applies to potential life on Mars

and Europa.
B. By contrasting the failures of the Mars rovers with the anticipated success of Europa

missions.
C. By describing the history of biology sequentially from ancient times to modern

discoveries.
D. By listing the problems with space travel and offering biological solutions to fix them.
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Write each word 4 times (twice lowercase, twice UPPERCASE).
t a s t e s m e l l t o u c h h e a r i n g
v i s i o n b i t t e r s o u r s p i c y

f r a g r a n t t e x t u r e r o u g h s m o o t h
v o l u m e p i t c h v i b r a n t d u l l

l u m i n o u s t r a n s p a r e n t o p a q u e p e r c e i v e

1) pitch

2) sour

3) smell

4) vision

5) smooth

6) touch

7) taste

8) spicy

9) fragrant

10) rough
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11) bitter

12) hearing

13) dull

14) vibrant

15) texture

16) perceive

17) volume

18) luminous

19) opaque

20) transparent
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Write each word 4 times (twice lowercase, twice UPPERCASE).
t a s t e s m e l l t o u c h h e a r i n g
v i s i o n b i t t e r s o u r s p i c y

f r a g r a n t t e x t u r e r o u g h s m o o t h
v o l u m e p i t c h v i b r a n t d u l l

l u m i n o u s t r a n s p a r e n t o p a q u e p e r c e i v e

1) pitch

2) sour

3) smell

4) vision

5) smooth

6) touch

7) taste

8) spicy

9) fragrant

10) rough
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11) bitter

12) hearing

13) dull

14) vibrant

15) texture

16) perceive

17) volume

18) luminous

19) opaque

20) transparent
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