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     Page 1 – BASIC   

Instructions: Read each simple sentence group. Expand them by adding describing words 

(adjectives), joining ideas with (and, but, so, because), and adding small details. 

          The Dog 

The dog saw a ball. 

The dog ran. 

The dog got the ball. 

The dog went back. 

The dog was happy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The Park 

The boy went to the park. 

He saw a swing. 

He ran to it. 

He swung high. 

He smiled. 
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            The Cat 

The cat was in the garden. 

It saw a bird. 

It ran fast. 

It jumped up. 

The cat missed it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         The Car Trip 

The family got in the car. 

They drove away. 

They looked outside. 

They saw trees. 

They went to the beach. 
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         School Day 

The children arrived at school. 

They lined up. 

The bell rang. 

They went inside. 

They started work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Rainy Day 

It was a rainy day. 

Clouds were in the sky. 

Rain started falling. 

People used umbrellas. 

Children played in puddles. 
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                       Football Game 

The players came onto the field. 

The game started. 

The ball was passed. 

The crowd cheered. 

A goal was scored. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Bird 

The bird left the nest. 

It flew into the sky. 

It flew over trees. 

It flew near a river. 

It landed safely. 
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           Camping 

The family went camping. 

They set up a tent. 

They cooked food. 

They sat by the fire. 

They told stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Shopping 

The shop was open. 

People went inside. 

They picked items. 

They paid at the counter. 

They left the shop. 
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        Volcano 

The ground shook. 

Smoke came out. 

Lava flowed down. 

People ran away. 

Scientists watched it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Rocket 

The rocket was ready. 

The countdown started. 

The rocket took off. 

It flew into space. 

Astronauts went up. 
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       Island 

The boat reached the island. 

They walked onto land. 

They looked around. 

They saw plants. 

They explored more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Castle 

The castle was old. 

It was on a hill. 

The door opened. 

It was dark inside. 

They went in slowly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

      Punctuation Detective Practice (Year 3–4) 

     Page 1 – Capital Letters & Full Stops   

Instructions: Read each paragraph carefully. The punctuation has been removed. Add 

capital letters and full stops (.) where needed. Re-wright the corrected sentence. 

          The Dog and the Park 

one sunny morning the dog went to the park he saw a big green ball lying on the grass he 

ran quickly to get it the dog was very happy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   A Fun Day Outside 

my friends and i went outside to play we played games and ran around the playground we 

had a picnic under a big tree it was a very fun day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

     Page 2 – Question Marks & Exclamation Marks   

Instructions: Add question marks (?) and **exclamation marks (!) where needed. 

Remember to also check capital letters and full stops. Re-wright the corrected sentence. 

           At the Zoo 

what time does the zoo open asked tom can we see the lions first he was very excited the 

zoo is amazing look at the elephants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Birthday Party Fun 

this is the best party ever shouted mia are we having cake soon asked jamie i cant wait to 

open my presents everyone was so happy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

     Page 3 – Speech Marks (Quotation Marks)   

Instructions: Add quotation marks (" "), capital letters, and punctuation where needed. 

These sentences include people speaking. Re-wright the corrected sentence. 

     The Classroom 

miss lee said please sit down quietly the students replied we are ready for learning can we 

start the lesson now asked sarah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            The Lost Cat 

have you seen my cat asked the boy i think it ran into the garden said his sister dont worry 

we will help you find it 
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Imagine a tiny creature, dressed in a fiery red armor,
no bigger than a grain of rice, meet the fire ant! These
fascinating  little  critters  have  a  reddish-brown  color,
almost like a tiny spark of fire. They are known for their
distinctive mound-shaped nests, which they build using
soil. And they've got a sting that's as fiery as their color,
which is how they got their name.

Now that we've seen their  fiery exterior,  let's peek
into their  homes. Fire ants live all  over the world,  but
mostly in warm climates like the southern parts of the
United States. They build large colonies in soil, with mounds that can be up to 18 inches high. Inside
these mounds, they make a network of tunnels and chambers where they live and raise their young.

From their fiery houses, these little warriors venture out in search of food. They are omnivores,
meaning they eat both plants and other small creatures. Their diet includes seeds, fruits, insects,
and even small animals. In fact, they are known to attack in groups to take down larger prey.

Fire ants are not just interesting, they're also important
players in the ecosystem. They help control pests by eating
other insects and small animals. However, they can also be
a nuisance to humans, as their stings are painful and can
cause allergic reactions. So next time you see a mound in
the ground, remember the fiery little warriors beneath, and
keep a respectful distance.
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Solve each problem.

Use the article to answer the question.
1) What choice is a color that fire ants may be?

A. yellow B. blue C. brown D. green

2) How do fire ants help control pests?
A. by scaring away pests B. by building walls to keep pests out
C. by eating other insects and small

animals
D. by releasing a natural pesticide

3) How do fire ants defend themselves?
A. by hiding in their nest B. with their sting
C. by flying away D. by making loud noises

4) What do fire ants eat?
A. both plants and other small

creatures
B. only other small creatures

C. only plants D. they do not eat

5) Do fire ant stings cause allergic reactions?
A. No B. Only in animals C. Only in some

people
D. Yes

6) What do fire ants use to build their nests?
A. twigs B. leaves C. soil D. rocks

7) Where do fire ants live mostly?
A. hot environments like deserts B. warm climates like the southern

parts of the United States
C. wet environments like marshes

and swamps
D. cold climates like the North Pole

8) How big can a fire ant mound be?
A. up to 18 inches B. up to 3 inches
C. up to 10 feet D. up to 1 mile

9) What is the size of a fire ant?
A. Microscopic B. About the size of a golf ball
C. About the size of a cell phone D. About the size of a grain of rice

10) Which choice best describes fire ants diets?
A. fire ants do not eat B. plants and animals
C. animals only D. plants only

Determine if the statements is something the animal would say (W) or it it is not
something the animal would say (N).
11) "Plants and small creatures, we consume them all, we are true omnivores."
12) "Fear our strength! Even large prey is vulnerable when we attack in groups."
13) "Some people think our homes look like tiny volcanoes. They are mounds built

from soil."
14) "We pose no nuisance to humans."



Name: Answer KeyFire Ants

Reading www.CommonCoreSheets.com Page 3 of 6

15) "Our homes beneath the mounds are interconnected by tunnels and chambers
where we raise our young."

16) "I just adore cold climates, the chillier the better."
17) "I am a peaceful ant and not a warrior."
18) "Our stings can be quite a bother to humans, they can cause painful allergic

reactions."
19) "By dining on other insects and small animals, we assist in pest control."
20) "We're pretty small. Usually around the size of a rice grain."
21) "I couldn't survive in warm climates."
22) "The mounds we build can be up to 18 inches high. That's probably as tall as your

desk."
23) "I am a vegetarian."
24) "We fire ants live all over the world, but we prefer warm places like the southern

parts of the United States."
25) "Our colonies are always small less than an inch tall."
26) "Sting? No way, I’m a peaceful creature."
27) "Beware of my sting, it burns like fire, hence my name - fire ant."

Determine if the statement is a fact or opinion based on the information in the article.
28) Fire ants help to control pests by eating other insects and small animals.
29) Fire ants stings, which are very painful, make them very scary to be around.
30) Fire ants are omnivores, they eat both plants and other creatures.
31) The mounds that fire ants build are fascinating to see.
32) Fire ants build their homes in soil, forming mounds.
33) Fire ants are more fun to learn about than regular ants.
34) A fire ant sting can cause painful allergic reactions in humans.
35) Fire ant colonies can be found in warm climates, like southern parts of the United

States.
36) The reddish-brown color of fire ants is quite beautiful.
37) Fire ants are extraordinary because they can conquer larger prey.

Determine if the statement is true or false.
38) Fire ants may eat fruits and seeds.
39) Unlike other ants, fire ants build their homes in the trees.
40) Fire ants build their nests using soil.
41) Fire ants are typically dark brown, almost black.
42) Fire ants build mounds that can reach up to 18 inches in height.
43) Fire ant colonies are usually found in cold areas.
44) Fire ants do not have stingers and defend by biting.
45) Fire ants are predators and only eat other insects.
46) Fire ants are known to attack in large groups.
47) Fire ants got their name because of their painful sting.

Determine which choice is the expanded form of the underlined contraction.
48) There's a special fly that helps control fire ant populations by laying eggs inside

them.
A. There are B. There is
C. They are D. There was
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Write each word 4 times (twice lowercase, twice UPPERCASE).
b e d d e s k l a m p c h a i r

t a b l e c o u c h s h e l f s t o o l
b e n c h c l o s e t d r a w e r m i r r o r
p i l l o w b l a n k e t c u r t a i n c a r p e t

d r e s s e r c a b i n e t c u s h i o n f u r n i t u r e

1) carpet

2) mirror

3) table

4) shelf

5) closet

6) furniture

7) stool

8) chair

9) curtain

10) bed
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11) pillow

12) desk

13) couch

14) bench

15) cushion

16) lamp

17) cabinet

18) blanket

19) drawer

20) dresser


